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Our Mission
To assist Wyoming families 
whose children suffer from 

cancer, brain tumors or spinal 
cord tumors by providing 

non-medical financial 
assistance, advocacy and 

encouragement.

Jason's Friends Foundation the success it is today. We 
have so many things to celebrate from the past 25 
years and look forward to the great things to come 
for this organization. Stay tuned for some exciting 
announcements in the 2022 spring newsletter.                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                          
Thanks to a generous gift, starting in 2022 we will be 
assisting families with their medical insurance deductibles. 
As deductibles can be very costly to those who are privately 
insured, Jason's Friends is excited to be able to provide this 
type of financial support to our families.

We are gearing up for the 24th Annual Bowl for Jason's 
Friends on Saturday, March 5, 2022. Please mark your 
calendars and start gathering your team of five bowlers! 
It is never too early to start fundraising for this event.         

Thank you for your continued support.

Call to Courage

FROM our Executive direcTOR
Happy Winter! I hope everyone had a great holiday season 
and enjoyed time spent with family and friends.

Nearly 27 years ago, a precious little boy named Jason 
passed away from a brain stem tumor. Those touched by 
Jason's life wanted to honor his memory in a way that 
would be meaningful and helpful to others. Thus, Jason's 
Friends Foundation was established in 1996.                                                                                 

We celebrated our 25th anniversary in 2021 and reflected 
back on the hundreds of Wyoming families we have 
served and the financial assistance given. Jason’s Friends 
Foundation has provided over $6 million in support for 
travel expenses and household bills. We currently have 140 
families enrolled in our program and are on track to exceed 
$6.5 million in financial assistance before the end of 2022.                                   

Thank you to all of the donors, board members, volunteers           
and countless others who have contributed to making

, Executive Director



PLEASE JOIN US 
IN HONORING 
THESE HEROES 

WHO ARE 
FIGHTING HARD 

OR HAVE 
OVERCOME THEIR 

ILLNESS

October Birthdays
Kolton,  16 - Douglas
August,  9 - Gillette

Stevie,  14 - Douglas
Rahne,  17 - Riverton

Patrick,  12 - Cheyenne
Joshua,  21 - Rawlins
Brooke,  19 - Gillette

Jared,  15 - Lovell
Francheska,  14 - Lusk
Jason,  11 - Sheridan                           
Jaeson,  16 - Riverton

 Teagan,  13 - Cheyenne  
Tennyson,  9 - Cheyenne     

Taylor,  16 - Laramie
Shelby,  16 - Wright

Kaylee,  20 - Laramie                   
Scarlett,  7 - Casper                                                 

Keith,  16 - Cody                               

November Birthdays
Austin,  11 - Laramie

Colton,  16 - Cheyenne
Paden,  15 - Lander
Marley,  13 - Casper

Treston,  11 - Worland
Demetrius,  15 - Cheyenne

Aavah,  8 - Cowley
Connor,  9 - Gillette                                              

Odalys, 11 - Rock Springs       
Adalee,  12 - Casper                                                                    
Henry,  11 - Casper
Hunter,  8 - Gillette

Jacob,  8 - Cheyenne
Airabella,  5 - Cheyenne

Emery,  6 - Cheyenne
Ivie,  4 - Rock Springs              
Xane,  3 - Cheyenne

December Birthdays
Trippy,  16 - Rock Springs
Travaras,  14 - Cheyenne

Bracken,  17 - Green River
Asher,  12 - Sheridan
Nathan,  20 - Kaycee

Emmie,  7 - Cheyenne
Hunter,  20 - Cheyenne
Illiana,  2 - Cheyenne                                              

Beau,  4 - Casper
January Birthdays

Karina,  20 - Casper
Henry,  10 - Hillsdale

Parker,  11 - Mills
Haukea,  6 - Casper

Emerson,  13 - Cheyenne

February Birthdays
Matthew,  13 - Thayne

Alexis,  21 - Lovell
Aubry,  18 - Sheridan
Cesar,  17 - Rawlins

Zerrian,  15 - Thermopolis
Sophia,  10 - Cheyenne                                          

Ella,  13 - Jackson    
Sage,  7 - Rock Springs
Jaeden,  19 - Worland          

Evelyn,  7 - Casper
Anthony,  12 - Casper
Ayden,  14 - Cheyenne
Amanda,  21 - Casper                                                                       

March Birthdays              
Callie,  11 - Evanston                                      

Trevor,  20 - Lovell                     
Amaya,  20 - Sheridan                    

Silas,  12 - Cody   
J.R.,  17 - Newcastle

Brooklyn,  7 - Casper                  
Amaya,  19 - Sheridan                                      
Paisley,  4 - Riverton
Aidan,  16 - Gillette           

Oughen,  13 - Dubois

PARTNERING WITH BRENT'S PLACE

It has been a long-time dream of many within the Jason’s Friends 
organization to have dedicated housing in Denver for our families 
who travel there for treatment. That dream became a reality in 
2017 through a partnership between Jason’s Friends Foundation 
and Brent’s Place. There are countless amenities provided at 
Brent’s Place, including prepared meals, a grab and go food area, 
pantry, household items, washer/dryer, group activities, games, 
counseling, arts and crafts, a music therapist, and so much more.

We are excited to announce that we have expanded our 
partnership with Brent’s Place in Denver! Beginning January 1, 
2022, Brent’s Place will be our primary Denver lodging partner 
for families traveling to Children's Hospital Colorado and Rocky 
Mountain Hospital for Children. 

Jason’s Friends will have exclusive use of the entire fourth floor in 
Brent's Place Founders' House for our Wyoming families, which 
includes four two-bedroom apartments for long term stays and 
two hospitality suites for short-term stays. 

The fourth floor is receiving a complete makeover to truly make 
it a "Jason's Friends Floor" so that our families feel right at home.
The walls are being painted and pictures of the children in our 
program who have stayed at Brent’s Place since our partnership 
began in 2017 are being placed on a main wall. Apartments and 
hospitality suites are going to have the look and feel of wonderful 
Wyoming. There have been 74 Jason's Friends families to date that 
have stayed at Brent's Place. We look forward to our ever-growing 
partnership with Brent's Place.                                                                                                         



Camp Courage Wyoming was held August 6 - August 9, 2021 at the 
Crooked Creek Guest Ranch in Dubois, Wyoming. Ten families attended                                
the 9th annual childhood cancer camp.             
Camp Courage is a family camp that includes components for the children 
with cancer, their parents and their siblings. Activities include horseback 
trail rides, ATV rides, art projects, movie nights, a social hour for the 
parents, and much more. This year featured Chad Lore and Wayne & 
Wingnut. It is a fun family weekend of recreation and camaraderie. 

Wyoming families who have a child under the age of 18 who has been 
diagnosed with cancer are encouraged to apply. Children who are in 
treatment, post-treatment or who are long-term survivors are welcome. 
Planning for the 10th Annual Camp Courage Wyoming is underway. 
Applications will be available through the Jason’s Friends office or at 
jasonsfriends.org beginning April 2022.

The camp is funded through grants and private donations which enable 
families to attend Camp Courage free of charge.

 

“The weekend was wonderful. The kids said it was the best time ever 
and didn't want to leave.”

“We met some amazing people and made new friends.”

“Thank you for all you do! Your care, compassion and                      
commitment are amazing! ”

Donations can be made directly to support Camp Courage by visiting 
the Jason’s Friends website jasonsfriends.org/camp-courage.

Thank you to all who donated their time, money and supplies 
to the 9th Annual Camp Courage Wyoming. It was a huge 

success and would not have been possible without your help!



Go GoldGold for Childhood Cancer Awareness
Thank you to our Jason’s Friends families for sharing your child’s cancer journey  Thank you to our Jason’s Friends families for sharing your child’s cancer journey  

Meet Julia
Julia was a healthy two-year-old 
who loved playing in her yard 
until one day in the late summer 
of 2019 when she started to 
refuse to stand up or walk. No 
specific part of her legs or hips 
appeared to be causing her pain, 
but she would not walk, and her 
parents noticed small bruises all 
over her legs. Her pediatrician 
examined her and x-rayed her legs, but could find nothing 
wrong. On the third trip to the pediatrician within two weeks, 
there was still no clear explanation, but they took a blood 
sample to run tests. The doctor called Julia's mother about an 
hour later to say that her numbers were very bad and that she 
had almost no platelets, which put her at great risk of internal 
bleeding. He said to pack a bag and to come to the emergency 
room immediately, and that she would be flown to Denver. 
Although he was not sure, he suspected that she had leukemia 
and wanted her in the hands of the experts at Children's 
Hospital. Julia and her father were flown down to Denver on a 
small plane, while her mother and baby brother went by car. 
After numerous tests over the next two days, the diagnosis of 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (A.L.L.) was confirmed. Julia 
was very weak and tired during this time but, while she still 
could not walk, she was able to take some wagon rides around 
the hospital floor and the grounds outside. After treatment 
started, Julia was able to leave the hospital after a week. 
Because she required such frequent visits to the hospital and 
needed to be in the vicinity, her family stayed in Denver for 
another month. This first month of intensive chemotherapy 
was difficult. She seemed to be particularly affected by the 
steroid that is part of her chemotherapy treatment. 
After five weeks, the cancer was in remission and Julia and 
her family were able to return home, Julia started to feel well 
enough to play and to walk and run. Throughout the next 
nine months, Julia and her father made the six hour drive 
to Denver three or four times a month. She quickly learned 
all the landmarks between Lander and Denver and became 
accustomed to taking her daily medicine and being examined 
by nurses and doctors. The more intense stages of her 
treatment went well and for the last 15 months she only had 
to go to Denver once a month. One drug made all of her hair 
fall out, which Julia thought was hilarious, but it quickly grew 
back once she was off that medicine. Fortunately, Julia has not 
had many side-effects from her medicine, with the exception 
of the steroids, which she now takes infrequently. She has 
not been admitted to stay overnight at the hospital since the 
initial week. She even survived Covid with the most minor of 
symptoms. She has only three months of treatment left. She is 
four years old and loves practicing ballet, playing on her swing 
set and riding on her balance bike. 
Submitted by Julia's parents

Childhood Cancer Facts

Pediatric cancer is cancer in a child or teen who is younger 
than 20 years of age. Many different types of cancer 
can occur in young people, including cancers that are 
often seen in adults as well as cancers that are unique to 
children. 
In 2021, it was estimated that 15,590 children and 
adolescents ages birth through 19 would be diagnosed 
with cancer and 1,780 would die of the disease in the 
United States. 
Because of major treatment advances in recent decades, 
84% of children with cancer now survive five years or 
more. Overall, this is a huge increase since the mid-1970s, 
when the five-year survival rate was about 58%. Still, 
survival rates can vary a great deal depending on the type 
of cancer and other factors.                                                                                                
After accidents, cancer is the second leading cause of death 
in children ages 1 to 14. About 1,190 children under the 
age of 15 were expected to die from cancer in 2021.                                                                                                                                
Children’s cancer can’t be treated exactly like adult cancers 
(where most of federal research funding goes). Current 
treatments are toxic, affect a child’s development and can 
be decades old. To treat childhood cancer in the best way 
possible, specialized treatments just for kids are needed.
The causes of childhood cancer are largely unknown. 
Studies continue to discover what causes childhood cancer 
and what treatments work best.
Many childhood cancer survivors in the U.S. suffer from 
lifelong damage to their organs, mental health and more. 
There is ongoing research on how treatments affect kids             
long-term to prevent late effects.
                                              Sources: Children's Cancer Research , American Cancer Society 
and National Cancer Institute

Christine Robinson, Executive Director of Jason's Friends 
Foundation, at the City of Casper council meeting August 17, 
2021 accepting the Proclamation to observe September as 
National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in Casper.



Go GoldGold for Childhood Cancer Awareness
Thank you to our Jason’s Friends families for sharing your child’s cancer journey Thank you to our Jason’s Friends families for sharing your child’s cancer journey 

Meet Kenneth
Kenneth is an adventurous, compassionate, and energetic 
nine-year-old who was diagnosed with an inoperable brain 

tumor at the age of three on June 3, 2016. 
He has an Optic Pathway Glioma (OPG), 
which is a cancerous, slow-growing brain 
tumor, and developed around the optic 
nerve, which connects the eye to the 
brain. His tumor has been hard to treat 
and unlike other OPGs. Kenneth has been 
on chemotherapy/medication since he 
was diagnosed with only a few months 

break. Lately his tumor has grown and he has failed all chemo 
protocols. The doctors are now considering radiation to try 
to stop it from growing more. His new treatment should start 
this month. We are hoping he will have little effects from the 
radiation and he will come out better for it. He loves trying 
new things and experiencing new things and places. Some of 
his hobbies include riding dirt bikes, hockey, raising livestock, 
drawing and riding bikes.  Submitted by Kenneth's parents

Meet Sadie
Sadie was diagnosed on her 5th birthday this past July. We 
noticed that the lymph nodes in her neck and jaw were 
extremely swollen. Our pediatrician sent us for imaging, and 
after seeing those results we were sent to Salt Lake City for 
treatment at Primary Children’s Hospital. Once there, we got 
an official diagnosis of T-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. 
Her treatment kicked off with a month long inpatient stay 
at the hospital where we hit the chemo and steroids hard. 
The steroids were really tough on Sadie’s body - the swelling 
made it hard for her to breathe and 
sleep. Now that she’s out of the 
hospital, Sadie goes in at least weekly 
(sometimes daily) for chemo. We 
are hoping at the end of this month 
to find zero cancer cells in her bone 
marrow, then it is another few years 
of chemotherapy to make sure the 
cancer stays away. Sadie loves to be 
outside in nature and when she gets scared, she likes to close 
her eyes and pretend she is floating the river like she did so 
many times the summer before her diagnosis. Sadie lost a 
lot of her muscle mass during treatment, but she works hard 
every day to gain it back so that she can go hiking again soon 
with her friends and family.    Submitted by Sadie's parents

Remembering Connor
Connor was a 15-year-old sophomore in Star Valley. He 
loved anything outdoors - fishing, hunting, dirt biking, 
snowmobiling, and camping. Connor had been building 
houses all summer with his Dad, when he suddenly got 
a really bad backache. We thought maybe it was a pulled 
muscle or something. After several doctor visits with the 
chiropractor, our family doctor and a surgeon, we found 
out the pain was coming from a tumor in his back. The 
surgeon referred us to Primary Children’s Hospital in SaIt 
Lake City. It was there, on September 6, 2020, that we found 
out Connor had Metastatic Ewing Sarcoma. He immediately 
started a 17 round regimen of chemotherapy that would last 
until June of 2021.  In the middle of that, he underwent 31 
rounds of radiation. In his final scans, they found a spot on 
his pelvic bone. Doctors did another five rounds of radiation 
on it. Afterwards, we enjoyed spending time at home and 
getting ready for school. During treatment we were in Utah 
every other week for three to 
six days at a time, so we were so 
happy to be home. Three weeks 
later, Connor's chin went numb 
and it seemed new pain came 
every day. We contacted Primary 
Children’s and finally got back 
in to see his primary oncologist. 
They did a PET scan and found 
that his cancer had spread throughout his body. He started 
another round of intense radiation and chemo. Radiation 
was everyday - 10 rounds in four different locations with 
chemo every three weeks. Sadly, Connor lost his cancer 
battle on September 9. Connor was a fighter. He touched the 
hearts of everyone he met and had an infectious personality. 
His courage, bravery, and resilience is admired by all those 
who knew him.  Submitted by Connor's parents

Meet Emerson 
On September 28, 2020, 12-year-old Emerson was diagnosed 
with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. She has endured a lot 
of chemotherapy at this point in her treatment plan and is 
almost into the maintenance phase. She has been so brave 
through this whole ordeal and has good spirits as well. She 
is being treated at Children's Hospital of Colorado in Aurora 
where her team and staff have been really great and top 
notch. They go above and beyond to ensure her comfort, and 
our peace of mind is priority. Emerson is back in school and 
loves spending time with her family, especially her brothers.

The part that bothers her 
most about long hospital 
stays is missing them. She 
likes playing games and 
watching YouTube on her 
phone. She plays saxophone 
in her school orchestra and 

likes to play basketball. Emerson recently attended Camp 
Courage Wyoming for her first time and had a great time. She 
also likes to hang out with her best friends. She is still a little  
over a year out from being done with treatments. She is in 
remission and hopes to stay that way. The doctors right now 
have no worries and assure all of us that everything is 
looking and going good. We just pray that Emerson gets to 
ring the bell, and there are no relapses. She told us that she 
knows she is going to win this battle because she has God on 
her side.   Submitted by Emerson's parents



24th Annual 
Bowl for 

Jason's Friends
Saturday

March 5, 2022
9:00 a.m.

El Mark-O Lanes
Casper, WY

                                                                                                           Are you a cancer survivor seeking scholarships? 
Apply for the American Cancer Society Great West 
Division Scholarship. Packets can be requested by 

calling the Great West Division Patient Service Center  
at 1.866.500.3272 or the National Cancer Information                                                                          

Center at 1.800.ACS.2345.

In remembrance of the Jason’s Friends  
children who have gained  

their angel wings this year...
 

                                                          

Jaden, age 19 - Cheyenne                                              

Amber, age 12 - Rock Springs       

Elijah, age 16 - Cheyenne     

Matilda, age 1 - Evanston 

Connor, age 15 - Etna

Steven, age 22 - Lander

Congratulations 
to Rocky and 
Lisa Eades, 
co-founders of 
Jason's Friends 
Foundation, for 
receiving the 
Distinguished 
Service Award  
in Recognition  
of Exceptional 
Leadership and 
Service to the 
State of 
Wyoming at the 
23rd Annual 
Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Central 
Wyoming 
Breakfast on 
September 8. 

Bringing Pediatric 
Oncology Care                 
Closer to Home

More than a decade ago, Dr. 
John van Doorninck, a pediatric 
hematologist/oncologist, 
opened a Wyoming clinic 
to bring pediatric cancer 
care closer to families and 
communities from across our 
state.

In collaboration with Rocky Mountain Hospital for Children 
(RMHC), Dr. van Doorninck is focused on making medical 
care easier for children with a cancer diagnosis through his 
in-person clinic in Casper, as well as telehealth visit options.   
He also serves as an important resource for Wyoming 
physicians who have questions about patients with 
childhood cancer or blood diseases, and is a regular referral 
source for their patients requiring assistance.

"We understand that traveling to receive treatment is an 
immense challenge,” says Dr. van Doorninck. “With that in 
mind, we opened our Wyoming office, so we could reduce 
the need for extra travel for appointments.  Through my 
Wyoming office, we see patients with childhood cancer and 
blood diseases for both consultations and follow-up care.”

In addition to treating pediatric hematology and oncology 
patients in Wyoming, Dr. van Doorninck is an active advocate 
for cancer-related health issues for our state. He is co-chair 
of the Wyoming Cancer Control Coalition and a contributing 
author of the 2021-2025 Wyoming Cancer Control Plan. For 
the last several years, he has served as a volunteer physician 
for Camp Courage Wyoming, the only pediatric cancer camp 
in the state.

Dr. van Doorninck is married with two children, ages 11 and 
9. He enjoys spending time with his family, hiking and skiing. 
He plays guitar and can also ride a unicycle!

Together with RMHC, Dr. van Doorninck is proud to serve the 
state of Wyoming by treating its children with cancer and 
blood disorders. More information about Dr. van Doorninck 
and his clinic is available by calling 303-832-2344 or visiting                                
rockymountainkidscancercare.com. The pediatric cancer 
clinic is located in the Casper Clinic building at 940 E 3rd St, 
Suite 201 in Casper.



                                                                                                                                                                  We appreciate our reoccurring monthly donors. 
Thank you for choosing Jason’s Friends.

                                                                                                       

Thank you for donations made in memory              
of the following:

Joyce Weber         
                                                                                                                                                      
Jaden Ramsey 
Connor Hincks 
Danny Dundas

It was a great turnout to kick off the Thankful Thursday 
season. Thank you to Prairie Wife, Drew, The Beacon Club, the 

volunteers and the supporters who made this night happen.

Funds from the Allfathers 1st Annual Iron Guardian Poker 
Run were donated to Jason's Friends for Camp Courage 
Wyoming. Thank you for choosing us!

Christine Robinson, Executive Director, her daughter Caitlin and 
Heather Levin, Program Coordinator, and her daughter Emerson 
participated in the Concert of Hope at David Street Station in Casper 
on June 16 to spread awareness of Jason's Friends Foundation. 
Thank you Orr's Hope Foundation for the invitation.

Thank you CURE 
Bears for Hope 

and Love for the 
donation of these 

dolls for the kids in 
our program.

Thanks to the Kim and Jody Brown Family Foundation 
and the Goodstein Foundation for their continued support 
of Jason's Friends and Camp Courage Wyoming.

We received a grant from the Wyoming Community 
Foundation! Thank you to the Casper Area Board for the 

ongoing support of Jason's Friends Foundation. 

Thank you to the members of the Wyoming Business 
Coalition on Health for your donation to Jason's 
Friends Foundation. We are very grateful.



Jason’s Friends Staff  
Sadly, 

there will be others.

Leave a legacy 
 of support.

Christine Robinson, Executive Director (part-time)  
christine@jasonsfriends.org

Heather Levin, Family Support Coordinator (part-time)
heather@jasonsfriends.org    

Alisssa Pousha, Program Assistant (part-time) 
alissa@jasonsfriends.org    
Lisa Eades, Volunteer President/CEO
lisa@jasonsfriends.org    

Like Jason’s Friends 
Foundation on Facebook 

and Instagram!

340 W B Street Suite 101
Casper, WY 82601

Become a monthly donor and make  
a difference in a family’s life! 

Did you know donating even $25 a month can provide a 
family gas to travel to a doctor’s appointment or a cafeteria 
card for meals?
The vital help Jason’s Friends Foundation provides  
to our families is made possible solely through 
the generous donations of individuals, businesses and 
foundations who support our work. 
Please consider setting up a reoccurring gift at: 

jasonsfriends.org/donate

Jason's Friends Foundation
Board of Directors

Lisa Eades - President/CEO
Tisa Bilek - Vice President/Secretary
Rocky Eades - Treasurer
Karl Killmer - Director
Risa Petrie - Director
Karel Loraas - Director
Brooke Eades Thorson - Director
Phil Schmidt - Director


