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Currently trying to ride his bike Wlth-
out training wheels, Drue Hammond has
the endurance of a champion.

This 5-year-old will be starting kin— :

_dergarten this fall. He loves airplanes,
‘sports and his big brother and younger

_ sisters, who along with his parents, M
‘and Janis Hammond, have been w

him through some very tough times. ‘

s like he grew up really fast,” Mike

sald

“

/ ‘ about 11fe and he
) needs to know th ,gende :

g ught D “‘mostlyatBren’sP , a housing facility Ippor tem | =
‘ makeit. for chlldren with cancer and tt rie i . d
Accordlng to the Natlonal Cancer In- . His mother, Jani,s, eight months preg-‘ « i L ;
stitute, childhood medulloblastoma is a nant at the time, couldn't react, noting
disease in which benign (non-cancer) or - that it was a ‘numbing experience.”

) noting the hardest part of not

malignant (cancer) cells form in the tis— Within one day of learning Drue’s di- Drue got sick, he WOuld d1e . | knowtng why it happened, the Ham-
sues of the brain. agnosis and without saying goodbye to ~ That made it obvious they needed to monds think their family is in a good
. While brain tumors are the leading their other children, Mike, Janis and live in a clean environment like Brent’ . place. ‘
reason for cancer deaths in children, the Drue packed their bags for a Week and ‘Place prov. ded. “Anytlme you survive an experience
cause is unknown. | were L1fe Flighted to Denver Drue had a stage 4 cancer growth li is, your family gets stronger,” Mike

5After the neWs. Mike's inltial reactlon'

- which was sitting on his bram stem and said. “You become a family that takes a
lot more to be broken. :




