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Our Mission

The mission of Jason’s Friends
Foundation is to assist Wyoming
families whose children suffer
from childhood cancers, brain
tumors or spinal cord tumors by
providing critical non-medical
financial assistance, advocacy and
encouragement.

A NOTE FROM OUR director
September marked another Childhood Cancer
Awareness Month. Jason’s Friends honored the month
by featuring stories on our Facebook page about some
of the Wyoming kids that are, or have been, part of our
program. Thirty powerful and heartfelt stories were
presented - one for each day of the month. We hope
you had the opportunity to read them. They are still
available to see and read. Visit our Facebook page and
“Like” Jason’s Friends Foundation.
Mark your calendars and join us for the upcoming
22nd Annual Bowl for Jason’s Friends event. It takes
place on Saturday, March 7, 2020 at El Mark-O Lanes in
Casper. This is our primary fundraiser. It is a fun event
involving nearly 1,000 bowlers and even more donors
and sponsors. Hope to see you all there!

, Volunteer Executive Director

Impacting Wyoming Families
Since 1996, Jason’s Friends Foundation has provided
over $5,000,000 in assistance for non-medical expenses,
such as rent or mortgage payments, utilities, groceries,
and travel costs for families traveling out of town for
their child’s medical care.

So far in 2019, Jason’s Friends Foundation has enrolled
21 new children bringing the total number of families
enrolled in our program to 133. That is more than
double the number of new families we enrolled at this
time last year. Each of these families is receiving critical
assistance for their financial needs while their children
battle childhood cancer, and brain tumors or spinal cord
tumors. Your donation to Jason’s Friends will ensure that
we are able to provide help for every Wyoming family in
our program seeking assistance.

Is your child battling cancer?

Do you know a family who could use our help?

Contact us TODAY!
Jason’s Friends Foundation

340 W B Street Suite 101
Casper, WY 82601
Phone: (307) 235-3421 • Fax: (307) 265-4668
Email: info@jasonsfriends.org

Visit us online: jasonsfriends.org

How Do You Want to be Remembered?

You can make a lasting impact without paying a dime today
“How do you want to be remembered?”
It is a deep question that may evoke a number of responses. A
common need and aspiration among many of us is the desire to
leave a legacy. To know that our actions and our lives matter and
that we are leaving the world a better place.

PLEASE JOIN US IN HONORING
THESE HEROES WHO ARE
FIGHTING HARD OR HAVE
OVERCOME THEIR ILLNESS
October Birthdays

December Birthdays

Kolton, 14 - Douglas
August, 7 - Gillette
Stevie, 12 - Gillette
Rahne, 15 - Cheyenne
Kira, 21 - Casper
Patrick, 10 - Cheyenne
Joshua, 19 - Rawlins
Brooke, 17 - Gillette
Jared, 13 - Lovell
Francheska, 12 - Lusk
Jason, 9 - Sheridan
Jaeson, 14 - Riverton
Teagan, 11 - Cheyenne
Tennyson, 7 - Cheyenne

Trippy, 14 - Rock Springs
Travaras, 12 - Cheyenne
Bracken, 15 - Green River
Asher, 10 - Sheridan
Michaela, 21 - Gillette
Brenden, 21 - Gillette
Macey, 20 - Byron
Nathan, 18 - Kaycee
Emmie, 5 - Cheyenne
Hunter, 18 - Cheyenne

January Birthdays
Karina, 18 - Casper
Henry, 8 - Hillsdale
Olivia, 20 - Gillette

November Birthdays

February Birthdays

Austin, 9 - Laramie
Colton, 14 - Cheyenne
Paden, 13 - Lander
Marley, 11 - Casper
Kyle, 20 - Laramie
Treston, 9 - Worland
Demetrius, 13 - Cheyenne
Austen, 20 - Casper
Aavah, 6 - Cowley
Connor, 7 - Gillette
Odalys, 9 - Rock Springs
Felicity, 21 - Gillette
Adalee, 10 - Casper
Henry, 9 - Casper
Bobby, 20 - Superior
Hunter, 6 - Gillette
Airabella, 3 - Cheyenne
Emery, 4 - Cheyenne

Matthew, 11 - Thayne
Michael, 17 - Afton
Ivy, 20 - Big Piney
Alexis, 19 - Lovell
Aubry, 16 - Sheridan
Cesar, 15 - Rawlins
Zerrian, 13 - Thermopolis
Sophia, 8 - Cheyenne
Ella, 11 - Jackson
Sage, 5 - Rock Springs
Jaeden, 17 - Worland

March Birthdays

Callie, 9 - Evanston
Trevor, 18 - Lovell
Amaya, 18 - Sheridan
Samantha, 20 - Cody
Silas, 10 - Cody
J.R., 15 - Newcastle

One of the best ways to do so is to leave a gift in your will or trust
to your favorite charitable causes. It costs you nothing today, but
it ensures that the causes and organizations you care about are
sustained in the many years to come.
For example, simply leaving an amount or a percentage of
your estate to Jason’s Friends Foundation in your will or trust
will ensure that Wyoming children who are diagnosed with
cancer will be able to afford the costly trips out of state for
their treatments and that they will have a home to return to.
By leaving a gift to Jason’s Friends in your will or trust, you will
be able to sustain a charity you care about and keep helping
Wyoming children long after you are gone.

It is easy to do and costs you nothing during your lifetime. The
other benefit is that a gift in your will or trust is flexible. You can
always change or amend it as your circumstances change.
Ways to Give
Here are some of the different ways you can make a gift in your
will or trust:
1. Specific Amount – You can simply leave a gift of a specific
dollar amount to our organization.
2. Specific Property – You can designate a particular property,
like a home, land, stock or retirement plan, be left to us.
3. Percentage of Your Estate – Another option is to leave a
percentage of your total estate to Jason’s Friends.
4. Gift of Residue – Some donors leave the “residue” (what is
left over after all other gifts to family and loves are satisfied) to
charity.
5. Contingent/Back-Up Beneficiary – You can also name us as a
contingent/back-up beneficiary in the event that a loved one is
no longer living to receive the gift.

Beneficiary Designations
Another option is to use a beneficiary designation to name us
as the direct beneficiary of a retirement account (like an IRA or
401(k), bank account or life insurance policy). All you need to do
is request and complete a new beneficiary designation form from
your plan administrator or the financial institution holding your
funds. There is no need to modify your will or trust, and when
you pass away the gift goes directly to our organization without
having to pass through probate.
Contact Us
Please contact us if you have any questions about how to make
a gift in your will or trust to Jason’s Friends, or to request any
additional information that might be helpful to you and your
attorney as you consider making a gift to us. If you have included
a bequest for Jason’s Friends in your estate plan, please contact
us to let us know. We would love to thank you and recognize you
for your gift.

Camp Courage Wyoming was held August 2 - 5, 2019 at the Ranch at Ucross
near Buffalo, Wyoming. Ten families attended the 7th annual childhood
cancer camp. The camp is funded through grants and private donations
which enable families to attend Camp Courage free of charge.
Camp Courage is a family camp that includes components for the children
with cancer, their parents and their siblings. Activities include horseback
trail rides, swimming, river floating, art projects, fishing, movie nights, a
social hour for the parents, and more. This year featured Chad Lore, Sharp
Nose Dancers and Morgan Blaney from Prairie Wildfire. It is a fun family
weekend of recreation and camaraderie.
Wyoming families who have a child under the age of 18 who has been
diagnosed with cancer are encouraged to apply. Children who are in
treatment, post-treatment or who are long-term survivors are welcome.
The 8th Annual Camp Courage will take place July 31 - August 3, 2020.
Applications are available through the Jason’s Friends office or at
jasonsfriends.org/camp-courage beginning March 2020.
Thank you to the Blair family, Sam’s Club Casper, Tonkin
Foundation and Rose Community Foundation for making
2019 Camp Courage Wyoming a huge success!

Want to help send a family to Camp Courage 2020? Donations can
be made directly to support Camp Courage by visiting the
Jason’s Friends website jasonsfriends.org, clicking on the DONATE
button and selecting Camp Courage as the donation type.

Congratulations

“We loved everything and would definitely
want to come again.“
“We are blessed to have been able to
attend this year and are so thankful for you
all.”
“This was an amazing time for all the kids
and us. It gave Triton a chance to play and
feel like a normal kid!”
"It's so relaxing! Love this place and the
people!"

to Jason's Friends
Co-Founders Rocky
& Lisa Eades for
receiving the Mick
& Susie McMurry
Cowboy Code Try
Award at the Boys
& Girls Clubs of
Central Wyoming's
21st Annual Awards &
Recognition Breakfast
August 28, 2019

“Jase wants to live here!”
“Loved the location and the swimming
pool was a huge hit!”

Congratulations to our Board Member Phil Schmidt
and his wife Jody for being the 2019 Boys & Girls Club Honorees.

Go Gold for September Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
Thank you to our Jason’s Friends families for sharing your child’s cancer journey

Meet Olivia

Meet Ella

Olivia was diagnosed with osteosarcoma, bone cancer, in
September of 2013 at the age of 13. Olivia had a 10-hour
surgery to remove her ulna, where the cancer was located. The
surgeons replaced her ulna with her fibula. Olivia underwent
29 weeks of inpatient chemotherapy - 3 weeks on and 2 weeks
off. After her first 10 weeks, she had a bilateral thoracotomy.
During her weeks of chemo, she was checked into the hospital
on a Monday morning, administered chemo and checked out
on a Friday morning. The family would go home to Wyoming
and return to Denver the following Sunday night. During her
two week breaks, Olivia always ended up in the hospital for
blood transfusions. She’s had numerous surgeries, at least one
a year, and will continue surgeries for scar reconstruction.
Olivia was a fighter through all of this. She found others to talk
to while she was inpatient. If they were having a bad day, she
tried to make it better. She was always selfless.

In March of 2016, seven-yearold Ella started to complain
about being tired and cold. For
a week, she had an on-and-off
low grade fever, along with
terrible stomach pains. Her
parents noticed her complexion
had become pale/yellow in
color. Her pediatrician ordered
some blood tests, and a few
hours later a phone call threw
their lives upside down. Ella was diagnosed with a rare form
of pre B-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia. They were sent
directly to Primary Children’s Hospital in Salt Lake City. Ella
went through some unbelievably hard times. Many nights were
spent away from home when she was in the hospital. When
she was not in the hospital, the family was commuting 4.5
hours each way for treatment while also trying to keep their
small business - and only source of income - running at home.
She completed 2.5 years of chemotherapy in July of 2018.
Ella's family says, "We were blessed with an amazing group
who helped us through it all, our friends & family, the staff at
Primary Children’s Hospital and Jason’s Friends Foundation."

Olivia is now 19-years-old and in her second year at Casper
College where she is majoring
in occupational therapy. She
works at Starbucks and at
a physical therapy office.
This past summer the family
headed to Rochester, MN
for her five-year check-up.
Olivia is now officially
CANCER-FREE! She will
continue to have yearly
check-ups that include labs
and an echocardiogram, as
side-effects from some of her
treatments can take years to
appear.

Meet Derek

Derek has
been battling
neuroblastoma
for eight years.
He is currently
receiving
treatment
for his third
relapse. He is a
fighter and will
not give up.
Keep fighting
Derek!

Ella is now CANCER-FREE, 10 years old, and a happy and
healthy 5th grader. She loves riding horses, reading and art.

Meet Sophie

Sophie was diagnosed with a very high-risk type of leukemia
four months after her
second birthday. Her
parents' lives and the lives
of Sophie's four siblings
were forever changed on
that Saturday in July of
2014. The family spent
many months either in
the hospital in Denver or
driving back and forth
between Denver and
their home in Cheyenne.
Sophie's family says they
were so very lucky that
Jason’s Friends helped them financially with their non-medical
expenses so they could focus their attention on caring for their
little girl.
Sophie has currently been off treatment for about two years
and is in remission. She continues to have some side effects
from all of her “grown up” chemotherapy. The family says,
"We are thankful that we have the support of our amazing
community, which continues to include Jason’s Friends." This
year, Sophie is an enthusiastic second grade student and the
proud owner of a new puppy!

Go Gold for September Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
Thank you to our Jason’s Friends families for sharing your child’s cancer journey

Meet Joshua

Meet Amillia

In October 2017, 10-year-old Joshua was diagnosed with
stage two Hodgkin's lymphoma of the abdomen. In early 2017,
Joshua saw doctors because he was complaining of hip and
leg pain. The pain was constant, but Joshua's parents were
always told it was due to growing pains. That October the
family had enough as the back pain worsened. It was a crazy
day that ended in a nightmare. Finally an MRI was ordered
and Joshua's family was given the terrible news - he had
cancer. Joshua was at Children's Hospital Colorado the very
next day. His first trip lasted nine days where he endured
labs, CT scans, PET scans, pulmonary tests, and heart tests.
Joshua had a biopsy done, along with a bone marrow check.
He immediately started chemotherapy. Joshua endured four
rounds of chemo with each round lasting 21 days. He had
multiple medications during this time as well. Chemotherapy
made his little body very ill, but he always stayed brave.
Everyone hoped the chemo had been enough, but it was not.
Joshua and his mom
stayed in Denver for
five weeks while he had
four weeks of radiation
Monday through
Friday. Finally, on
April 27, 2018 Joshua
was in remission!
This was what the
family had waited to
hear for six long months. Joshua and his family traveled on a
Disney Cruise for his Make-A-Wish. It was a trip of a lifetime
where he felt like a kid again. Trips to Denver continue
every three months for another year for CT scans and lab
work. At this time, there is no activity in his tumors and one
tumor has calcified, which they are absolutely grateful for.

Amillia began complaining of headaches in February of 2019.
Her mom took Amillia to the doctor, who said to simply keep
an eye on her. Then three weeks later, they returned to the
doctor because Amillia's headaches were getting worse.
About three weeks later she took her back because it was
getting worse. She would wake in the middle of the night
crying in pain, but still nothing was done. Amillia's mom
sought out a different doctor about a week later. This time,
the doctor ordered a CT scan of her head, but the tests found
nothing. He started her
on allergy medication,
but unfortunately it had
no effect on the pain. On
May 18, the family was at
a restaurant with family
members they didn’t see
often and an uncle asked
what was wrong with
Amillia's neck. He pointed
out that she would not
move her neck to look at
anything. She was really stiff and would move her whole body.
Amillia's mom took her back to the doctor and told him about
her neck. He did an x-ray and found nothing, so he referred
Amillia to therapy. They evaluated her and recommended an
MRI before therapy was done. The MRI was done at Children's
Colorado Hospital and her mom was informed that there
was a mass on the C2 vertebrae of her spine compressing the
spinal cord. They admitted Amillia to the hospital and did
a biopsy of the mass. On July 8, Amillia was diagnosed with
Ewing's sarcoma. She began treatment the following week
and is currently on week 11 of 28. She will begin radiation
on October 1 for six weeks. She has been hospitalized several
times since beginning treatment due to neutropenic fevers.
Amillia is two years old.

Joshua is still in remission and going strong. He is 12 years
old and started the 7th grade this year. Joshua is loving junior
high and is active in men’s choir. His favorite class in school is
English and he currently has all “A’s”. This summer he enjoyed
camping trips, time with family, and a trip to Denver to enjoy
Water World and Elitches.

Meet Airabella

Airabella is a vivacious,
brave two-year-old who was
diagnosed with a high grade
glioma in the brainstem in
December 2018. This beautiful
little girl underwent radiation
therapy for six weeks after
having brain surgery in
December. Although Airabella’s
prognosis is unknown, today she
is lively and loves to be with all
her friends and family.

Meet Daizy

Daizy was diagnosed with a Wilm’s
tumor when she was 22 months old.
There were no previous signs or
warnings - her parents just noticed
one day when changing her diaper
that her stomach was bulging and
really hard. She ended up having a 2.2
pound tumor removed along with one
of her kidneys. She went through radiation and chemotherapy.
Daizy's family was told that not long ago the fatality rate was
90% but since the right combination of drugs was discovered,
the fatality rate dramatically changed to only 10%. Daizy's
mom says, "So many healthcare providers helped us know
what to expect and gave us all the information we needed and
provided wonderfully compassionate care. "
Daizy has been in remission for about five years now.

In remembrance of a Jason’s Friends
child who has gained
her angel wings this year...

McKenzie (5)

What is Stupid Cancer?
Stupid Cancer offers a lifeline to the young adult cancer
community by connecting them to age-appropriate
resources and peers who get it. Their mission is to
empower adolescents and young adults affected by
cancer by ending isolation and building community.
Each year, 77,000 young
adults (ages 15-39) are
diagnosed with cancer in the
United States alone. That’s
one every seven minutes.
This neglected group faces
age-specific challenges such
as infertility, loss of identity
and independence, lack or
loss of insurance, increased
isolation, and stalled career
development - with limited resources. Help spread the
word that this generation deserves better.
1-877-735-4673 | contact@stupidcancer.org

Though we are enjoying fall, the holiday season is coming
soon. We invite you to help our 133 Jason’s Friends
families create special holiday memories for their loved
ones without having to stress over the financial burden of
food and other costs. Jason’s Friends Foundation provides
each active family with $75 for their Thanksgiving
meal. For Christmas, we give our active families
$100 for each child in the family under the age of
18 so parents can purchase Christmas presents. With
your help, we can make the holiday season a little
brighter and spread much needed love and joy to these
families. Click DONATE at jasonsfriends.org and
comment “2019 Holiday Drive” or mail your donation
to 340 W B Street, Suite 101, Casper, WY 82601.
THANK YOU!
PRCA Rodeo
“A Tribute to The Great
American Cowboy”
Saturday, November 2
7:00 PM
The Arena at Central
Wyoming Fairgrounds
Delaia is the 2019
Western Wish Recipient

TW Foundation, Goodstein Foundation, Gertrude Kamps
Memorial Foundation and Myra Fox Skelton Foundation
continue to support Brent’s Place Lodging Project. Having a
short-term or long-term home away from home for our
Wyoming families traveling to Denver has been a blessing.
We value the continued partnership with Brent's Place.

Are you a cancer survivor seeking scholarships?

Apply for the American Cancer Society Great West
Division Scholarship. Packets can be requested by
calling the Great West Division Patient Service Center
at 1.866.500.3272 or the National Cancer Information
Center at 1.800.ACS.2345.
You can support us by shopping at AmazonSmile and
selecting Jason's Friends as your non-profit choice. We
will receive a portion of your purchase total.

22nd Annual Bowl
for Jason’s Friends
Saturday, March 7, 2020
10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
WE ARE SEARCHING...

Jason’s Friends is looking for volunteers to build our Bowl for
Jason’s Friends fundraising team. Meetings are held weekly during
the months of January through March and monthly luncheons are
scheduled for the committee to stay connected during the “off ”
season. If you are interested in getting involved with this great cause
and sharing your time, please contact Christine at
christine@jasonsfriends.org.

We received a grant from the
Wyoming Community Foundation!

Jason’s Friends was honored to be chosen as Thankful
Thursday’s first beneficiary of the fall. On September 12, we
gathered at The Beacon Club for a fun night of fundraising.
Thank you to Townsquare Media, Tito’s Vodka, volunteers,
families, friends and supporters that came out for our cause!

Thank you Joseph Scott Foundation for your
generosity and ongoing support of Jason’s
Friends Foundation. Words cannot express how
appreciative we are!
The 27th Annual API Chili Cook-Off was held on
February 16. Thank you to the API Board of Directors
for the $5,000 donation to our cause. Thank you for
supporting Jason’s Friends for over 10 years!
Thank you Touch of Gold Wrestling Club in Gillette
for choosing Jason’s Friends to donate your IronMan
Tournament admissions - Wrestle for a Reason!

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the
social workers at Children's Hospital Colorado, Rocky
Mountain Hospital for Children and Primary Children's
Utah for their continued partnership in serving our
Wyoming families. You bring them light during an
otherwise dark time. THANK YOU for all you do!

We appreciate our reoccurring monthly donors.
Thank you for choosing Jason’s Friends!
Wild Wild Rags and Buck and Mary Brannaman have
been continued supporters of Jason’s Friends. Thank you!
Thanks to Allstate - The Brian
Helling Insurance Group
in Casper for donating two
tickets to the premiere of
Avengers End Game.
EJ, who was diagnosed with
Hodgkin’s lymphoma in
November 2015, was the
recipient of these tickets. You
made his day!

Thank you for donations made in memory of the following:
McKenzie Vaughn
Kerry Clark
Debi O’Donnell
Jackie Schroeder
Marilyn Jackson
Lucille Read
Anna Ise
Bill Clark

For March 2019, the Black Thunder SABERS Process
Steering Committee members selected Jason’s Friends as
their cause. The SABERS Observers at Black Thunder and
Coal Creek generated $10,170 towards our efforts. Wow!

340 W B Street Suite 101
Casper, WY 82601

Sadly,

there will be others.

Leave a legacy
of support.
Create a Lasting Legacy by Including
Jason's Friends in Your Estate Plans
Would you like to leave a lasting legacy and continue
to make an impact in the lives of Wyoming children
who are battling cancer long after you are gone?
Consider making a gift to JFF in your will, estate
plan or by beneficiary
designation. These gifts
are easy to make and will
allow you to continue to
use your assets during
life. By leaving us a gift
after you are gone, you
will be able to sustain our
mission and live on in
the hearts of the children
we serve. For more information, please reach
out to us at (307) 235-3421.

Jason’s Friends Staff

Lisa Eades, Executive Director (volunteer)
lisa@jasonsfriends.org
Christine Robinson, Program Director (part-time)
christine@jasonsfriends.org
Heather Levin, Program Coordinator (part-time)
heather@jasonsfriends.org

Like Jason’s Friends
Foundation on Facebook!

Become a monthly donor and make
a difference in a family’s life!
Did you know donating even
$25 a month can provide a
family gas to travel to a doctor’s
appointment or a cafeteria card
for meals?

The vital help Jason’s Friends Foundation provides
to our families is made possible solely through the
generous donations of individuals, businesses and
foundations who support our work.
Please consider setting up a reoccurring gift
at jasonsfriends.org/donate.

